[J] and “A prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed” (Ps. 102). 
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[As to the experienced elder,] it has been taught: [He should be] 
modest and kind to youth, experienced in wisdom, experienced in lore, 
and he must have a house and a field. 


We have learned, Whose house is empty [65c], and you say this [that 
he has to own a house and also a field]? 


Now in fact he should have sons and daughters [and the Mishnah does 
not mention daughters, and the same goes for the field]. 


If they do not have someone who meets these qualifications, they lead 
before the ark [to present the prayers of the community] anyone whom 
they want. 


And why are there eighteen [benedictions said every day]? 


Said R. Joshua b. Levi, “These are for the eighteen psalms that are 
written from the beginning of the Psalms up to: “The Lord answers you 
in the day of trouble’ (Ps. 20:1). 


“If someone should say to you that there are nineteen Psalms, say to 
him, ‘Why do the nations conspire’ (Ps. 2:1) is not counted among 
them (because Psalms I and 2 are counted together as one).” 


[Referring to Ps. 20:1,] on the basis of this verse they have said, “He 
who prays and is not answered has to fast.” 


Said R. Mana, “It [referring to Ps. 20:1] is a hint about [how] a 
disciple of a sage [should act], for such a man has to say to his master 
[at the end of prayers], ‘May your prayer be heard.’” 


[F] R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi, “[The eighteen 
benedictions are] for the eighteen vertebrae in the backbone. 


[G] “For when a man stands and prays, he has to bend down with all of 
them.” 


[H] What is the scriptural, basis for this view? 


[I] “All my bones shall say, ‘O Lord, who is like thee, [thou who 
deliverest the weak from him who is too strong for him, the weak 
and needy from him who despoils him]?’” (Ps. 35:10). 


[J] R. Levi said, “The eighteen benedictions are for the eighteen times 
the Lord’s name is mentioned in, ‘Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly 
beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength’” (Ps. 29:1). 


